REGULATORY PROGRAM
PERMIT ACTION
APPLICANT:  Humboldt Bay Harbor District
AREA:   Approximately 3,900 acres of tidal lands in north Humboldt Bay, Humboldt County, California.
DESCRIPTION:  Oysters grown in Humboldt Bay (currently on approximately 450 acres) represent about 70% of the oyster supply commercially grown in California.  The industry is very important to the local economy, generating about $9.6 million annually. 
In 2006, Coast Seafood, the largest oyster company in the region, obtained a ten-year permit to grow oysters on approximately 300 acres in Humboldt Bay.  Several smaller companies also have existing operations that do not have current Corps permits.  The Corps has had recent discussions with the Pacific Aquaculture Growers’ Association over the past two years to develop a strategy for permitting future and existing operations throughout northern California. 
Humboldt Bay Harbor District (District) has a current proposal to expand the shellfish mariculture opportunities in Humboldt Bay, and this expansion may serve as a pilot program for other operations throughout California.  The District is proposing to apply for a Regional General Permit (RGP) or Letter of Permission (LOP) for oyster production on their lands, and to administer leases (along with permitting entitlements) to individual private growers.  The Corps has begun discussions with the District on the data and information necessary to establish an RGP/LOP and to complete a programmatic Endangered Species Act (ESA) consultation with National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).   Primary resources of concern within the bay that could be impacted by expanded shellfish operations are eelgrass beds, depletion of primary productivity resources at the base of the food web, and NMFS-designated Essential Fish Habitat.
STATUS:   The District has circulated a Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (June 2013) and is preparing a project description and biological assessment in support of the RGP/LOP application and request for ESA consultation. 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:   

· 2nd Congressional District, Congressman Jared Huffman

POINTS OF CONTACT:  
· Regulatory Division Chief, Jane Hicks (415) 503-6771

· North Branch Chief, Laurie Monarres (415 ) 503-6774
· Project Manager, David Wickens (415) 503-6787
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