REGULATORY PROGRAM
PERMIT ACTION
APPLICANT:  The Port of San Francisco, and Golden State Warriors Arena, LLC
AREA:   Piers 30-32 are a 13.1 acre, pile-supported concrete deck, south of the Bay Bridge, in 33 U.S.C. 59h Non-navigable waters, San Francisco Bay, California.
DESCRIPTION:  Piers 30-32 were built in 1912-1913. Minor improvements were made to accommodate five team bases for the 34th America’s Cup. When not used for special events, the piers are used as a parking lot and occasional tertiary berth for cruise ships and other deep draft vessels. The pilings and deck have deteriorated over the years and the Port of San Francisco (The Port) cannot afford rehabilitation or removal. 
The Golden State Warriors (GSW) played in San Francisco from 1962 to 1971 before moving to Oakland. Their lease in Oakland at the Oracle Arena expires in the 2017-18 NBA season. The GSW, in collaboration with The Port, propose to seismically retrofit the piers and construct a multi-purpose event center, public open space, mixed-use retail, and a parking garage on the pier deck. Project costs are estimated to exceed $130 million. 
The project consists of constructing the 18,000 person capacity sports arena, along with substantial repairs on the existing deck and pier substructure, and constructing appurtenant maritime structures (a water taxi dock, fireboat station, and deep-draft vessel berthing area mooring dolphin and platform). The maritime structures would require pile driving, floating dock installation, and 18,000 cubic yards of dredging. To repair the substructure, there would be 1,750 new vertical concrete and steel piles, ranging from 24 to 72-inches in diameter, installed to depths of -100 to -140 feet MLLW, occupying approximately 0.24 acre. Up to 1,006 piles would be removed by cutting at 2-feet below the mud-line, removing approximately 4,756 cubic yards of structural fill, in an area of approximately 0.25 acre. Up to 2,678 existing piles showing only minor deterioration would be repaired and rehabilitated with a fiberglass sleeve, concrete/grout fill, and a new pile cap beam. Construction would take 36- to 38-months.
STATUS:   A request for a Letter of Permission, dated January 17, 2014, was received by the Corps on January 22, only for Section 10 work for the appurtenant structures. A 2-page appendix described the “exempt” arena pile work. SPN Regulatory has queried all coastal Regulatory Districts for cases of piles being considered Section 404 fill. A Letter of Incomplete Application is being drafted to request more information about pile work.  While no formal determination has been made regarding whether an Environmental Assessment (EA) or an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be required, the applicant has been advised in three previous meetings that an EIS is likely.
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:   

· 12th Congressional District, Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi
POINTS OF CONTACT:  
· Regulatory Division Chief, Jane Hicks (415) 503-6771

· South Branch Chief (Acting), Holly Costa (415) 503-6780
· Project Manager, Justin Yee (415) 503-6788
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