
REGULATORY PROGRAM
PERMIT ACTION


APPLICANT: Santa Clara Valley Water District

AREA:  Santa Clara County

DESCRIPTION:  The Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD) is the largest multi-purpose water supply, watershed stewardship and flood management special district in California. As the primary water resources agency for Santa Clara County, the SCVWD encompasses all of the county’s 1,300 square miles, providing services to the cities of Campbell, Cupertino, Gilroy, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Los Gatos, Milpitas, Monte Sereno, Morgan Hill, Mountain View, Palo Alto, San Jose, Santa Clara, Saratoga and Sunnyvale as well as the unincorporated areas of the county. 

The SCVWD has numerous pending Corps permit actions for large- and small-scale flood protection projects throughout Santa Clara County.  These permit actions generally require extensive coordination by the Corps with federal and state permitting agencies.  Coordination is typically required for endangered species, water quality and other environmental issues.  The most complex pending SCVWD permit action is re-authorization of the Stream Maintenance Program (SMP).  The Corps is developing a Regional General Permit (RGP) for the SMP to authorize routine flood facility maintenance activities such as sediment removal and bank stabilization in multiple watersheds throughout the county.  SMP authorization is being approached programmatically by an inter-agency work group consisting of federal and state agencies working collaboratively to facilitate a streamlined, long-term permitting process. Compensatory mitigation for the SMP involves development of several conservation easements, long-term management plans, and development of an acceptable mechanism for providing financial assurances for long-term management of acquired mitigation properties.  RGP issuance for the SMP is anticipated in April 2014 following issuance of the required state and federal authorizations.  In addition to the numerous pending SCVWD permit actions, the Corps is also working with the SCVWD and state and federal permitting agencies to develop a single-user umbrella mitigation bank to provide compensatory mitigation for SCVWD projects.              

To facilitate management of the pending and forecasted 2014 SCVWD permit workload, the Corps and SCVWD established a point of contact (POC) and permit prioritization protocol whereby three designated SCVWD POCs work with the Corps Regulatory Division South Branch Chief to maintain a priority list for all SCVWD permit actions and associated tasks.  The SMP and its numerous associated tasks are currently listed as the highest SCVWD priority.  Due to the intensity of the SCVWD’s permit workload, SCVWD management has expressed interest in funding a position pursuant to Section 214 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2000, as amended (WRDA).  Under the WRDA, the Corps may accept and expend funds contributed by non-Federal public entities to expedite the evaluation of permit applications under the jurisdiction of the Department of the Army.  

STATUS:  The Corps’s issuance of the SMP RGP requires prior issuance of Biological Opinions from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certifications (401 Certification) from the San Francisco (SF) and Central Coast (CC) Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCB).  Based on the SF RWQCB’s current schedule, 401 Certification will be issued following a Waste Discharge Requirements Board Hearing on April 9, 2014.   The USFWS, NMFS and CC RWQCB have all indicated they will issue their authorizations prior to or concurrent with issuance of 401 Certification by the SF RWQCB.  Assuming the required authorizations have been issued by the NMFS, USFWS and CC RWQCB, the Corps anticipates issuing an RGP immediately following issuance of 401 Certification by the SF RWQCB in mid-April, 2014.

Corps management is currently working with the three designated SCVWD POC’s to maintain a regularly updated permit action priority list.  The SCVWD provided written notice of their intent to fund a Regulatory position for SCVWD projects on November 25, 2013.  The Corps is awaiting receipt of a draft Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) from the SCVWD memorializing the proposed WRDA position arrangement.  Upon receipt of the draft MOA, the Corps will consider staffing a SCVWD Regulatory position as San Francisco District Regulatory Division workload and federal hiring practices allow.  

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:   
· 17th District, Congressman Michael “Mike” Honda

 POINTS OF CONTACT:
· Regulatory Division Chief, Jane Hicks (415) 503-6771
· Acting South Branch Chief, David Wickens (415)503-6787
· District Counsel, Jack Kerns (415) 503-6761
· Project Manager, Lisa Mangione (415) 503-6763
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