REGULATORY PROGRAM
PERMIT ACTION
APPLICANT:  Border Coast Regional Airport Authority
AREA:   The Jack McNamara Field (CEC) is a commercial service airport located in Del Norte County, California, adjacent to the Pacific Ocean and about three miles from downtown Crescent City. 
DESCRIPTION:  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) requires that commercial airports have a standard runway safety area (RSA) and has established a funding program to upgrade RSAs in order to meet current standards.  The RSAs enhance the safety of airplanes which undershoot, overrun, or veer off the runway.  The FAA and the applicant have stated that CEC must have compliant RSAs by 2015.  Initially, the permitting deadline to secure funding was said to be June 2013, but that date has passed, and CEC still wishes to pursue obtaining permits.
The CEC consists of two runways, Runway 11/29 and Runway 17/35.  Both are 5,002 feet long and 150 feet wide.  The current proposal is to extend Runway 17/35 by 300 feet and Runway 11/29 by 1,000 feet to meet FAA’s RSA standards.  The proposed project would result in impacts to approximately 17 acres of wetland waters of the United States (WUS), currently the largest proposed wetland impacts in SPN’s North Branch.  
STATUS:   A permit application was submitted on February 21, 2013, and a draft 404(b)(1) alternatives analysis was provided by the applicant on March 12, 2013.  The Corps and EPA requested a revised alternatives analysis and additional information during the spring and summer of 2013.  FAA responded with a September 5, 2013 letter that indicated that 5,002 feet was the minimum runway length that would be safe for commercial use at the airport, and therefore the proposed project appears to be the LEDPA.
Throughout the spring of 2013, the applicant presented information on a conceptual compensatory mitigation plan consisting of primarily wetland reestablishment at a site called Pacific Shores.  Since May 30, 2013, a variety of mitigation sites and options have been presented, as the potential for purchasing contiguous parcels at Pacific Shores has become uncertain.  However, there is currently no approved, final compensatory mitigation plan, which the Corps has made clear will be required before a permit decision can be made. 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:   

· 2nd Congressional District, Congressman Jared Huffman

POINTS OF CONTACT:  
· Regulatory Division Chief, Jane Hicks (415) 503-6771

· North Branch Chief, Laurie Monarres (415) 503-6774
· Project Manager, Carol Heidsiek (707) 443-0855
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