Highlights, Decisions and Tasks

LTMS Science Group Meeting 1/16/08

Future Meetings
March 6, 10:00 - 12:30
April   8, 10:00 - 12:30
Status of FY 07 Contracts

First drafts of three of the five documents the LTMS Science Group commissioned in FY07 were received and sent to the LTMS Science Groups resource and regulatory agency representatives for review.  Other members of the Science Group will be solicited for possible input.  
Status of FY08 Contracts
Contracting for the Salmonid tracking study will be initiated when funding arrives.
Other Contracting issues

Bill Brostoff reported on a request from the Science group over possible ways in which to deal with future contracts.  The USACE Contracting Office stated that soliciting a statement of interest regarding possible future contract work does not violate Federal Acquisition Regulations and is thus acceptable.  Pending confirmation from the USACE Office of Counsel, Brostoff will have the contracting office solicit statements of interest. 
Status of Herring Work

The reports are in the final stages of assembling and will be ready in about a month.  
LTMS Peer Review guidelines
This document was distributed for comments and if no additional comments are received by February 1, 2008, the document will be finalized and sent to the other LTMS groups for approval.

Science Group Charter/Work-plan write-up

This document was distributed for comments and if no additional comments are received by February 1, 2008, the document will be finalized.

“Science to Policy’”

Deferred to the March meeting.

Follow-on work to the Framework document
Deferred to the March meeting.

LTMS Science Symposium

The group informally discussed the LTMS Science Symposium; detailed discussion will take place at the March meeting.  It was tentatively agreed to hold the symposium the same day as the annual DMMO meeting, May 1, 2008; pending approvals.  
Salmonid Tracking Study

The 2008 field work has started.  Some of the equipment, including VR2 and VR2W hydrophones, has been placed in the water. Monitor placement is as follows:

          21   Richmond-San Rafael Bridge


2   Richmond Harbor Entrance 


3   Petaluma River (at navigation aids G3, G5 and the Railroad Bridge) 


4   San Pablo Bay (at buoys 7, 8, 9 and 10)

Four monitors will be placed at SF 10, four at Raccoon Straights on the west end, and four at the Alcatraz disposal site.  We are awaiting the delivery of the acoustic releases before the equipment for these sites can be deployed.  The deployment of these has been delayed due to approvals and funding. 

The schedule is to be tagging on January 28 and February 4 and release on February 4 and 10.  Tagging may be delayed a week or two depending on the deployment of the equipment at the last three sites.

The possibility of using FY08 funds to buy the FY09 equipment was discussed to help avoid delays in deployment of equipment in the FY09 season.  This would have to be approved by the full LTMS Science Group and other groups since it would involve a change in funding priorities previously decided on.  It was noted that the equipment currently in the field had successfully weathered the early January 2008 storms. 
Five monitors were loaned out to Hanson Environmental for the sand miners. These will be deployed next week at Chips Island and Montezuma Slough.  The data will go to UC Davis/NOAA Fisheries to be uploaded into the shared database; the analysis will be done by LTMS and/or the sand miners can conduct their own analysis.

Five devices each were placed on the wharfs of the Port of Oakland and the Port of San Francisco in December.  It is unsure if the two monitors went in at Mare Island.  According to Tom Keegan, the monitors did not go in at the Bay Bridge because there were no more supports to attach them to.
Attendees:

Bill Brostoff (USACE), Heather Belichesky (USACE), Ralph Boniello (Alice Rich & Associates), Jessica Hamburger (BCDC), Megan Hurst (USACE), Jonathan Guerrero (USACE), George Isaac (CA DFG), Beth Christian (RWQCB), Doug Lipton (Lipton Environmental), Pete LaCivita (USACE), Allison Bremner (USACE), Earl Bouse (Marine Sand Miners), Anne Whittington (Pork of Oakland), Shelah Sweatt, Rob Lawrence (USACE).

