
 
 
 

Meeting Highlights, Decisions and Tasks 
LTMS Science Assessment and Data Gaps Work Group Meeting 2/18/10 

 
FUTURE MEETING DATES  
March 23, 9:30-12:00 at Anchor QEA’s office (400 Montgomery Street, Suite 650) 
April 23, 9:30-12:00 at BCDC 
 
MEETING ATTENDEES 
Carolynn Box – BCDC 
Bill Brostoff – USACE  
Katie Chamberlin – Anchor QEA, L.P. 
Doug Clarke – ERDC (phone) 
Mark D’Avignon – USACE 

Jessica Hamburger – BCDC 
Jim Haussener – CMANC (phone) 
Jennifer Hunt – SFEI (phone) 
Rick Wenning – Environ

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Bill reminded the meeting participants of the LTMS Science Symposium scheduled for May 

19. 
 
KEY STUDY UPDATES 
• Bill noted that UC Davis has tagged and released 500 steelhead and late fall run Chinook 

and that they are revising the 2006 to 2008 fish tracking report.  The USACE expects to 
complete their review of the 2009 fish tracking report soon. 

• Bill noted that the herring study is moving forward. 
• Bill noted that the USACE is reviewing the draft least tern report, and that it will be released 

to the Least Tern Subcommittee for review once comments are addressed.   
• The USACE has received the Longfin Smelt and Green Sturgeon Symposia summary 

reports.  
 

POTENTIAL 2010 STUDY PRIORITIES – KEY UPDATES 
• LTMS Science Symposium. The Science Symposium is scheduled for Wednesday, May 19, 

2010.  It will include updates from ongoing LTMS studies, and possibly additional topics 
from the broader community and a poster session.  A sub-committee will meet soon to move 
forward with defining symposium goals and the agenda. 

• Longfin Smelt Study. Debra and Jessica are co-chairing the Longfin Smelt Sub-Committee 
and they have scheduled the first meeting for Tuesday, February 23. 

• Green Sturgeon Tagging and Tracking Study. Pete is the chair of the Green Sturgeon 
Subcommittee and will soon be setting up the first meeting. 

• Next Steps in Salmon Tracking. The Science Work Group will revisit whether future salmon 
tracking studies are needed after the 2009 report has been reviewed. 

• Fish Behavior during Dredging Operations. Doug informed the meeting participants that 
hydracoustic studies can provide data on where fish are in the water column and whether 
they show an avoidance, attraction or neutral response to dredging or dredged material 
disposal.  He recommended a bottom or mid-water trawl be conducted with the monitoring 
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to identify the fish species present in the study area.  There was some concern as to whether 
the study would provide meaningful information if we cannot identify which fish species are 
attracted or avoid the plume.  As a next step, Debra (as chair of the sub-committee) will 
seek input from NOAA Fisheries and CDFG on this study topic.  

• Herring/Dredging Risk Analysis. Pete will soon be setting up a Herring Sub-Committee 
meeting. 

• Update of the Framework Document. Jessica provided a description of the work involved in 
updating the Framework Document.  Katie will update the study priorities document to 
include Jessica’s description and email it out to the LTMS distribution list.    

• Additional Study Topics. Jessica noted that BCDC was recently contacted by WRA, who has 
been monitoring eelgrass beds in Belvedere Cove and is interested in conducting a fish 
tracking study to identify their use of the eelgrass.  Jessica recommended that WRA 
coordinate with the existing fish tracking study being completed by UC Davis and agreed to 
contact them to see if they have.  

 
ACTION ITEMS FROM THIS AND PAST MEETINGS 

1. Tom to provide Katie with a map showing the location of the Mare Island monitors. 
2. Bud to send Katie a description of the study on fish use of the woody material in levees 

he is conducting for the USACE – Sacramento District and ERDC. 
3. Tom to send Katie the Nearshore Utilization of Chinook Salmon Study. 
4. Pete to send the herring white paper to Katie, Bud, Vicki, Debra and Renee. 
5. Bill to send Katie the Columbia River fish behavior study. 
6. Katie to post the following documents to the LTMS website: 

a. Map showing general location of where Mare Island monitors will be located 
b. First herring study report and second study white paper 
c. Description of the study Bud is completing on fish and woody levee material 
d. Nearshore Utilization of Chinook Salmon Study 
e. Columbia River fish behavior study 

7. Pete and Katie to set up a Green Sturgeon Subcommittee meeting. 
8. Herring Subcommittee to discuss the herring studies proposed as risk analyses and report 

back to the Science Assessment and Data Gaps Work Group at its next meeting.   
9. Bill to send Jessica a copy of the Longfin Smelt Symposium summary report.   
10. Katie to set up a Science Symposium Sub-Committee meeting.  
11. Debra to present the Fish Behavior during Dredging Operations study concept to NOAA 

Fisheries and CDFG to get their input on the proposed study. 
12. Katie to update the study priorities document to include Jessica’s Framework Document 

update description and email out to the LTMS distribution list. 
13. Jessica to contact WRA to see if they have contacted UC Davis or have any further 

updates or information on the proposed fish use of eelgrass study. 
 


