
 
 
 

Meeting Highlights, Decisions and Tasks 
LTMS Science Assessment and Data Gaps Work Group Meeting 3/23/10 

 
FUTURE MEETING DATES  
• Friday, April 23, from 9:30 to 12:00 at BCDC 
• Thursday, May 13, from 9:30 to 12:00 at BCDC 
• Thursday, June 17, from 9:30 to 12:00 at BCDC 

 
MEETING ATTENDEES 
Carolynn Box – BCDC 
Allison Bremner – USACE 
Bill Brostoff – USACE  
Jessie Burton-Evans – USACE 
Katie Chamberlin – Anchor QEA, L.P. 

Mark D’Avignon – USACE 
Jessica Hamburger – BCDC 
Jennifer Hunt – SFEI (phone) 
Pete LaCivita – USACE 
Debra O’Leary – USACE

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Bill reminded the meeting participants of the LTMS Science Symposium scheduled for May 

19. 
 
KEY STUDY UPDATES 
• Pete noted that the USACE is reviewing the 2009 fish tracking report and has just received 

study plan for this year. 
• Pete noted that the Bodega Bay Marine Lab (BBML) has completed two successful 

experiments. 
• Debra noted that a revised draft least tern report will be available soon, but that H.T. Harvey 

has had difficulties obtaining the raw data from the Port of Oakland studies. 
• The Longfin Smelt and Green Sturgeon Symposia summary reports are being revised and 

will be circulated amongst the Science Work Group once they are complete. 
 

POTENTIAL 2010 STUDY PRIORITIES – KEY UPDATES 
• LTMS Science Symposium. The Science Symposium is scheduled for Wednesday, May 19, 

2010.  It will include updates from ongoing LTMS studies, and possibly additional topics 
from the broader community and a poster session.  The meeting participants provided 
suggestions for potential additional presentation topics at the Science Symposium, which 
Katie will look into further. 

• Fish Behavior during Dredging Operations. Debra described the hydroacoustic study, 
noting that ERDC has funding to conduct the study and analyze its results if the USACE 
could provide a boat.  If trawling was conducting alongside the study to identify species, a 
take permit could be required and would be the responsibility of the LTMS.  Pete noted that 
this could seriously complicate the timing of the study, but the meeting participants agreed 
that it is worth pursuing getting more information from CDFG (George Isaac) on whether a 
take permit would be required for trawling.  The Science Work Group will present this study 
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at the April 15 Management Committee meeting.  Ideally, a representative from CDFG 
would be present at the Management Committee meeting, as well. 

• Longfin Smelt Study. Jessica summarized the three key issues related to longfin smelt 
identified by the subcommittee as most critical: the species’ geographic and seasonal range 
in the San Francisco Bay; temperature tolerance; and risk of entrainment from different 
types of dredging equipment.  The Science Work Group will present this study at the April 
15 Management Committee meeting. 

• Update of the Framework Document. Bill described that the updates to the Framework 
Document would involve interacting with resource agencies to revise the previous document 
so that it has a baseline of either 2010 or 2011.  The Science Work Group will present this 
study at the April 15 Management Committee meeting. 

• Green Sturgeon Tagging and Tracking Study. Pete noted that several issues complicate 
moving forward with a green sturgeon study, including: physically locating and catching 
green sturgeon; the permitting associated with capturing green sturgeon to be tagged; and 
the size of the tag battery and its impact on fish (large batteries are not feasible in juvenile 
fish, but small batteries won’t last as long).  He will call Dave Woodbury to discuss this 
study concept with him, report back to the Science Work Group, and schedule a 
subcommittee meeting. 

• Next Steps in Salmon Tracking. The Science Work Group will revisit whether future salmon 
tracking studies are needed after the 2009 report has been reviewed. 

• Herring/Dredging Risk Analysis. Pete will call George Isaac to discuss the potential for 
pursuing this study with him, report back to the Science Work Group and schedule a 
subcommittee meeting. 

• Suspended Sediments/Water Quality Study. The Science Work Group is waiting to 
recommend this study until feedback on the associated literature review is received. 

• Least Tern Study. The Science Work Group is waiting to recommend this study until 
feedback on the associated literature review is received. 

 
ACTION ITEMS FROM THIS AND PAST MEETINGS 

1. Pete to send Allison’s comments on the 2009 fish tracking study report to UC Davis.   
2. Pete to confirm that the Bodega Bay Marine Lab will present a preview of this year’s 

study and potentially discuss its experimental design for lessons learned purposes at the 
Science Symposium.  

3. Jessie to try to contact Joe Dillon in regards to the Water Quality Study. 
4. Debra to ask Joe Viola to call PRBO in regards to providing the raw data from the Port of 

Oakland studies to H.T. Harvey. 
5. Katie to follow up with the Science Symposium presentation topic suggestions. 
6. Katie to send the updated fish behavior during dredging operations, longfin smelt, and 

update of the Framework Document study descriptions to the Science Work Group email 
distribution list. 

7. Pete to call Dave Woodbury to discuss green sturgeon study concept with him and report 
back to the Science Work Group. 

8. Pete to call George Isaac to discuss the herring/risk analysis study concept with him and 
report back to the Science Work Group. 

 


