
Meeting Highlights, Decisions and Tasks 
LTMS Science Group Meeting 10/15/09 

 
Future Meeting Dates  
November 12, 9:30-12:00    
December 10, 9:30-12:00 
 
Attendees 
Renee Ananda – Port of Oakland 
Allison Bremner – USACE 
Carolynn Box – BCDC 
Bill Brostoff – USACE  
Katie Chamberlin – Anchor QEA, L.P. 

Mark D’Avignon – USACE  
Leora Feeney – GGAS/FAWR 
Jessica Hamburger – BCDC 
Peter LaCivita – USACE 

 
Announcements 
San Francisco Estuary Institute (SFEI) is coordinating two LTMS-sponsored symposia.  The 
Green Sturgeon and Longfin Smelt Symposium will occur on December 2 and 3 at the RWQCB 
office in Oakland, and will examine the status of the science and regulations on these species. 
The Methylmercury Symposium will occur on January 28, 2010, and will examine potential 
regional dredging-specific methylmercury issues. 
 
Fish Tracking Study  
The 2009 draft salmon tracking report has been received and will be circulated amongst the rest 
of the group once it has been reviewed and undergone any needed revisions.  The salmon 
tracking subcommittee met on October 3 to discuss the 2006-2008 report and compile their 
comments into one document. The group also discussed whether it might be important to 
memorialize the significance of the reports to management decisions as NMFS is unofficially 
using the results of the tracking studies in consultations, although no specific action on this topic 
was decided. 
 
Herring Study  
The contractor is prepared to move forward with the next phase of the herring study once it is 
time for the species to reproduce.  This phase of the study is taking place later than originally 
expected due to the low levels of herring in the Bay last year.  Peter reported that Ellen Johnck is 
in the process of completing the letter intended to function as the LTMS’s formal presentation of 
the first phase of the herring study’s findings to DFG. 
 
Water Quality Study 
Peer-review comments on the SFEI water quality study had not been received at the time of the 
meeting. 
 
Least Tern Study 
The contractor will submit a first draft of the least tern study plan soon. 
 
 
 



 
Other Work Products 
Another draft of the fish behavior study has been received and will ideally be released to the 
LTMS for review soon.  Comments from a technical editor will also be provided to Alice Rich 
on her two studies: Fish Behavior and Response to Total Suspended Sediment and Tools for Fish 
Behavior.   
 
Procedures for Identifying New Study Priorities 
The group discussed the existing process for identifying and prioritizing LTMS studies.  The 
group also discussed the LTMS leading the new Regional Sediment Management Plan, and 
recommended posting this to the LTMS website. 
 
Jessica pointed out that the Science group has relied on input from NMFS and DFG in 
identifying study needs, and it will be challenging to do so without them involved in the Science 
group as much as they have been in the past.  The group discussed the importance of having both 
resource agency staff and regional experts involved in identifying and prioritizing studies.   
 
Action Items 

• Katie to modify future agendas to include “Proposed revisions to the agenda” as the second 
agenda item. 

• Katie to reserve an Anchor QEA conference call line for future meetings.  
• Katie to obtain LTMS distribution list from Reggie at BCDC. 
• Bill to provide Katie with the December 2 and 3 symposium flier for distributing to the 

LTMS email list. 
• Jessica to discuss the topic of the LTMS leading the new Regional Sediment Management 

Plan with Steve and Brenda, and provide some text to Katie to get added to the LTMS 
website.   

 


