Meeting Highlights, Decisions and Tasks
LTMS Science Group Meeting 11/12/09

Future Meeting Dates
December 10, 9:30-12:00
January 14, 9:30-12:00

Attendees

Jessie Burton-Evans — USACE Jennifer Hunt — SFEI (phone)
Carolynn Box — BCDC Ellen Johnck — BPC

Bill Brostoff - USACE Rob Lawrence — USACE

Katie Chamberlin — Anchor QEA, L.P. Samantha Leske — Weston Solutions
Beth Christian - SFBRWQCB Dave Woodbury — NMFS (phone)

Jessica Hamburger - BCDC

Announcements

Bill reminded the Science Group of the December 2 and 3, 2009, green sturgeon and longfin
smelt symposia. Information on the event has been sent to green sturgeon experts throughout the
region and country.

The Science Group discussed the designation of a NOAA Fisheries replacement for Dave’s role
on the LTMS. Dave confirmed that he has not yet found a replacement to take over the LTMS
tasks of reviewing the salmon tracking study results and participating in the Short Term
Solutions group.

Fish Tracking Study

The Science Group’s comments on the 2006 - 2008 fish tracking study have been provided to
UC Davis and a revised report is expected soon. UC Davis will soon hold a kickoff meeting on
the 2010 fish tracking study plan, which will include tagging green sturgeon, salmon and
steelhead, maintaining a database on tagged green sturgeon hits throughout the west coast, and
compiling a report on existing tagged green sturgeon located in the Bay.

Dave informed the Science Group that numerous green sturgeon were tagged and tracked by a
former UC Davis researcher in a 2004/2005 study, but the study data is not currently in a format
used by the green sturgeon database. He proposed the LTMS fund the former UC Davis
researcher to modify this data so it can be used in the database as it provides valuable
information and would essentially buy the LTMS several years of additional future studies. The
Science Group confirmed their support of the work, and tasked Dave and Bill with obtaining cost
information as a next step.

Other Studies

The Bodega Bay researchers are planning to begin the herring study soon, assuming the required
study materials are available. The Science Group discussed NOAA Fisheries’ involvement in
reviewing the water quality study completed for the LTMS, as well as concerns having to do
with the study having been finalized by the time it was made available for peer review. The
Science Group supports the forming of subcommittees to review and manage LTMS studies



early on in the study’s development. Two subcommittees will be formed in early 2010 to
recommend additional studies stemming from the literature reviews currently being completed
(which address fish behavior, tools for fish behavior, and suspended sediments).

Draft Letter to CDFG

Ellen shared with the Science Group the updated letter she drafted from the LTMS to CDFG on
the herring study results. The Science Group discussed holding a meeting between the LTMS
and CDFG as follow up to the letter, during which they could also discuss potential longfin smelt
studies and the LTMS least tern study.

Funding Recommendations for 2010
The Science Group discussed study priorities for 2010, which include:
« 2010 LTMS Science Symposium (recommended to be sent to Long Term Group for
action)
. Additional green sturgeon studies (tagging, tracking, and other studies)
« Possible next steps in salmon tracking (after 2009 report is reviewed)
. ERDC study on fish behavior during dredging operations
« Herring studies (such as George’s ideas on modeling and genetics)
« Suspended sediments/water quality
« Follow up studies stemming from the current least tern study
« Longfin smelt studies (as determined in the upcoming symposium)
« Possible studies on the increased eelgrass presence in the Bay
« Possible habitat-specific studies

Action Items

« Ellen to discuss attending the December 2 and 3, 2009 symposia with Dick.

« Ellen to discuss a NOAA Fisheries replacement for Dave on the LTMS with Dick.

« Bill to send out flier on methylmercury symposium.

. Katie to get the LTMS calendar up to date with the various meetings and symposia for all
of the LTMS and post it to the LTMS website soon.

. Dave to report to Bill on the costs for modifying the 2004/2005 green sturgeon tracking
data.

« Bill to present the concept of funding modification of the 2004/2005 green sturgeon
tracking data to the Long Term Windows Group pending a cost estimate.



