
 
 
 

Meeting Highlights, Decisions and Tasks 
LTMS Science Group Meeting 1/14/10 

 
Future Meeting Dates  
February 18, 9:30-12:00, at BCDC 
March 23, 9:30-12:00 at Anchor QEA’s office (400 Montgomery Street, Suite 650) 
 
Attendees 
Bud Abbott – Environ  
Renee Ananda – Port of Oakland (phone) 
Carolynn Box – BCDC 
Allison Bremner – USACE 
Bill Brostoff – USACE  
Katie Chamberlin – Anchor QEA, L.P. 
Mark D’Avignon – USACE 
Vicki Frey – CDFG 

Jessica Hamburger – BCDC 
Jim Haussener – CMANC (phone) 
Kathy Hieb – CDFG (phone) 
Jennifer Hunt – SFEI (phone) 
Tom Keegan – ECORP 
Pete LaCivita – USACE 
Debra O’Leary – USACE (phone) 
Rick Wenning – Environ 

 
Announcements 
Bill reminded the meeting participants of the methylmercury symposium scheduled for January 
28 at the State Building in Oakland.   
 
Key Study Updates 
• Pete provided a recap of the January 5, 2010, fish tracking contract stakeholder presentation.  

Tom informed the Science Work Group that the Army Reserves are deploying monitors 
from Mare Island’s Piers 22 and 23.   

• Pete noted that the Bodega Marine Lab has received fresh herring gametes for the 2010 
herring study, which should be in the test chamber shortly.  The next phase of the herring 
study will focus on the effects of dredged material on their early development.   

• Bill updated the Group on the Least Tern Study goals, and noted that a first draft of the 
study deliverable will soon be submitted to the USACE.  Once it’s been reviewed by the 
USACE, it will be released to the Least Tern Subcommittee for review. 

 
Potential 2010 Study Priorities – Key Updates 
• LTMS Science Symposium. The Science Work Group tentatively scheduled the Science 

Symposium for Wednesday, May 19, 2010.  It will include updates from ongoing LTMS 
studies, and possibly additional topics from the broader community and a poster session. 

• Longfin Smelt Data Compilation. Stemming in part from Jessie Burton-Evan’s suggestion, 
the Science Work Group decided to consider as a priority to focus on compiling existing 
shallow water survey data on longfin smelt this year and start to apply for the permits to do 
additional surveys in 2011.  A Shallow Water/Longfin Smelt Data Compilation 
Subcommittee will form and meet in early February with either Debra or Jessica as chair. 
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• Green Sturgeon Tagging and Tracking. This study will focus on juvenile green sturgeon.  
Pete will set up and potentially chair a Green Sturgeon Subcommittee to meet in early 
February to determine the study goals. 

• Next Steps in Salmon Tracking. The Science Work Group will revisit whether future salmon 
tracking studies are needed after the 2009 report has been reviewed. 

• Fish Behavior During Dredging Operations. This study would involve tracking fish near 
turbidity plumes from a dredging or disposal event during a normally prohibited period, 
with the goal of identifying how the fish respond to the plumes.  This study may not be 
feasible due to cost and regulatory concerns, but the Science Work Group elected to form a 
Fish Behavior Subcommittee (with Debra as the chair), which will meet, discuss the study 
framework, and report back to the Science Work Group in two months.  This is a 
continuation from previous years and work would be at least in part coordinated with Doug 
Clarke. 

• Herring/Dredging Risk Analysis. Bill proposed the  herring studies proposed but not funded 
last year be framed in the context of risk analyses.  The Science Work Group asked for more 
information on how the studies would function as risk analyses.  Bill recommended that this 
study topic be sent back to the Herring Subcommittee for them to discuss and report back to 
the Science Work Group on at the next meeting.   

 
Action Items 

1. Katie to ensure that the following are added to the LTMS website: 
a. January 5, 2010, UC Davis fish tracking study presentation 
b. December 2 and 3, 2009, symposia presentation videos link 
c. Map showing general location of where Mare Island monitors will be located 
d. First herring study report and second study white paper 
e. Description of the study Bud is completing on fish and woody levee material 
f. Nearshore Utilization of Chinook Salmon Study 
g. Columbia River fish behavior study 

2. Tom to provide Katie with a map showing the location of the Mare Island monitors. 
3. Bud to send Katie a description of the study on fish use of the woody material in levees 

he is conducting for the USACE – Sacramento District and ERDC. 
4. Tom to send Katie the Nearshore Utilization of Chinook Salmon Study. 
5. Pete to send the herring white paper to Bud, Vicki, Debra and Renee. 
6. Katie to follow up with Brenda on the herring letter to CDFG. 
7. Jessica and Debra to determine who will chair the Shallow Water/Longfin Smelt Data 

Compilation Subcommittee and work with Katie to schedule a meeting.  
8. Pete to set up and chair a Green Sturgeon Subcommittee to meet prior to the next Science 

Work Group meeting. 
9. Bill to send Katie the Columbia River fish behavior study. 
10. Debra to set up and chair a Fish Behavior Subcommittee and to work with Katie to set up 

a meeting.  
11. The Herring Subcommittee to review the herring studies proposed as risk analyses and 

report back to the Science Work Group at its next meeting.   
12. Jessica to write a study description for Updating the LTMS Framework Document by the 

next Science Work Group meeting.  
 


