
LAGUNA DE SANTA ROSA 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS 

 
 
PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION: The Laguna de Santa Rosa, a tributary of the 
Russian River, is located approximately 13 miles west of the city of Santa Rosa in Sonoma 
County, California. Historically, this area has served as a naturally occurring 7,000-acre storm 
detention basin during flooding of the Russian River, and is a valuable coastal fresh water 
wetland. The local community believes that siltation has reduced the ability of the Laguna de 
Santa Rosa to function as a major flood basin, and that thousands of acres of wetlands habitat 
have been lost or degraded. Endangered species (steelhead trout and red-legged frogs) are 
being negatively impacted due to this loss of habitat. The study will investigate and evaluate 
solutions to the siltation problem in order to restore both the storm detention function and wetland 
habitat of the area.   
 

TOTAL FUNDING: 
 
TOTAL COST: $ 4,947,000
FEDERAL COST: $ 2,522,000
NON-FEDERAL COST: $ 2,425,000
 
TOTAL FEDERAL COST THROUGH FY 2007: $1,168,000 
FY 2008 BUDGET: $ 0
COST TO COMPLETE: $1,354,000 

 
 
FY 07 ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  FY07 funds will be used to continue sediment data collection and 
sediment transport analysis and initiate environment baseline analysis. The Project Management 
Plan will be revised and the Feasibility Cost Share Agreement will be amended. 
 
FY 08 ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  If funding is received, the without-project sediment transport 
analysis, environmental analyses, and economic analysis will be completed. 
 
ISSUES AND OTHER INFORMATION: Phase 1 of the Feasibility Study, a preliminary 
assessment of the location and major sources of sedimentation in the Laguna, was completed in 
March 2004. Based on the findings and recommendations from the Phase 1 report, the sponsor 
identified several restoration sites within the Laguna which will be evaluated by the Project 
Delivery Team. Detailed analysis of the sedimentation will require extensive/costly modeling. The 
sediment modeling and data collection will take two and a half to complete. This work must be 
completed before the team can evaluate the Sponsor’s proposed sites.   
  
CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST:  1st District, Rep. Mike Thompson; 6th District, Rep. Lynn 
Woolsey 
 
POINT OF CONTACT: Deputy District Engineer for Civil Works, Arijs Rakstins 415-503-6720 


