
PETALUMA RIVER 
CONSTRUCTION, GENERAL  

 
PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION:  The Petaluma River is located within the City of 
Petaluma, about 35 miles N/NW of San Francisco, California, and drains into San Pablo Bay. The 
locally preferred project plan includes improvements to a 3,500-foot section of the Petaluma River 
near Lakeville Avenue and the confluence with Lynch Creek, which flows through residential and 
commercial developments. The project will provide the following levels of protection: (1) FEMA 
100-year flood event to year 2005 under general plan build out (2) FEMA 40-year flood event by 
the year 2040, assuming residential and commercial development of the watershed continues at 
the current pace.  
 

TOTAL FUNDING: 
 
TOTAL COST: $ 39,660,000 
FEDERAL COST: $ 25,780,000 
NON-FEDERAL COST: $ 13,880,000 
 
TOTAL FEDERAL COST THROUGH FY 2007: $ 25,624,000 
FY 2008 BUDGET:                 $ 0 
COST TO COMPLETE: $      156,000 

 
 
FY 07 ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  The final construction contracts were due to be awarded in FY06; 
however, funding for completion of the project was not contained in the FY06 budget nor was 
sufficient reprogramming funding obtained. No funds have been provided in FY07 under the 
Continuing Resolution. As a result, all construction on the Petaluma Flood Reduction project has 
been suspended while awaiting funds to award final lump sum contract.  
 
As described in Issues and Information below, the project is likely to incur additional costs 
associated with a recent embankment failure and new U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Headquarters (HQ) floodwall investigation requirements. However, the amount available for use 
in 2007 is currently limited to $3,200,000, the estimated cost for the final lump sum construction 
contract.  
                                                                                                                                         
FY 08 ACCOMPLISHMENTS:  If funds are appropriated in FY07, final lump sum construction 
contracts can be awarded in FY07 and completed in FY08.                                                                                              
 
ISSUES AND OTHER INFORMATION:  An embankment failure was discovered in November 
2006. Additional funds will be required to study the failure mechanism and for design and 
construction of repair of the slide. The working cost estimate for this is $1,500,000. This cost 
increase will exceed the present Section 902 ceiling and would require legislative language to 
increase the 902 ceiling. 
 
Post Katrina lessons learned: HQ has mandated investigation of certain types of floodwalls 
nationwide, including sections of the Petaluma floodwalls. The investigation will determine if 
modifications to the floodwall are necessary. If modifications are necessary, further funding will be 
required. 
 
Due to lack of Federal funding, the City of Petaluma plans to complete certain remaining critical 
flood reduction features using City funds. WRDA 2000 authorizes the City of Petaluma to seek 
Federal reimbursement of work undertaken by the City.     
 
CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST:  6th District, Rep. Lynn Woolsey  
 
POINT OF CONTACT: Deputy District Engineer for Civil Works, Arijs Rakstins 415-503-6720 


