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I ntroduction

A “Tier |” decision by the Dredged Materid Management Office (DMMO)" is arecommendation on
the suitability of sediment for unconfined aguatic digposal. This recommendation is based on review and
andysis of exising data, dthough confirmatory physica and chemica analyses may be required to verify
that Site conditions have not changed. The type and quantity of information that gpplicants need to
supply for aTier | decison is based on the history of the Ste, the Sze of the site and the complexity of
the proposed project.

If the information provided for the Tier | decison results in a determination by the agencies that further
testing is needed, this information will be used to supplement subsequent andyses. The information may
be particularly useful in the identification of contaminants of concern during the preparation of the
sampling and analysis plan (SAP). The DMMO strongly recommends that project proponents submit
data on past testing results and other pertinent information early in the consultation process. Providing
thisinformation can reduce the chance of having to redo testing and will help to expedite projects’.

Excluson from Testing

Dredged materid may be excluded from further testing if it is determined to meet one of the following
criteria (40 CFR 230.60 and 40 CFR 227.13(b))*:

The dredged materid is composed predominantly of sand, gravel, rock, or any other naturally
occurring bottom materia with particle Sizes larger than slt, and the materid isfound in areas of high
current or wave energy; or

The dredged materid isfor beach nourishment or restoration and is composed predominantly of
sand, gravel, or shell with particle Szes compatible with materid on the receiving beaches; or

When:

0] The materid proposed for dumping is substantidly the same as the subgirate a the
proposed disposal Site; and

(i) The proposed dredging siteis far removed from known existing and historical sources
of pallution so as to provide reasonable assurance that such materia has not been
contaminated by such pollution.

The DMMO makes Tier | decisions based on whether results of previoustesting provide adegquate
assurance that contaminants of concern do not exist in the proposed dredged material in concentrations
of concern. Therefore, requests for Tier | decisions generdly cannot be honored in cases where

! The DMMO is composed of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, San Francisco District, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, Region X, the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board, the San
Francisco Bay Conservation and Devel opment Commission, and the California State L ands Commission.

2|t isimportant to emphasize here that project proponents are responsible for providing all available and
pertinent information to contractors or consultants preparing SAPs and requests for Tier | decisions. Incomplete
requests, missing past history or land use information, are likely to be rejected by the DMMO.

® Note that, although these two regulations differ slightly in their definition of what constitutes the exclusion
criteria, the following language is consistent with both regulations.
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sediment has exhibited significant toxicity, bioaccumulation or chemistry vauesindicative of potentialy
adverse environmenta effects. Project proponents should supply the following information in arequest
for aTier | decison:

An extended history (generaly the past three episodes) of regulatory decisions, presumably showing
that the materia has been routingly determined to be suitable for unconfined aguetic disposa
(SUAD);

Recent (generally the past three episodes) bioassay data from the project areg;

Recent (generally the past three episodes) physical and chemical data from the project areg; or
Recent chemical, physica, or biologica testing data from areas adjacent to the proposed project
Stethat indicate that the proposed dredged materid islikely to be free from contamination and
toxiaty and istherefore SUAD.

Tier | Data Requirements— Unconfined Aquatic Disposal

A complete request for a Tier | decison must include the following informetion in order for the DMMO
agencies to consider the request:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

A regional map that clearly showsthe project areain relation to other land and aquatic uses. Poor
copies and illegible copies are not acceptable”. Point out nearby land use, aquatic use,
development, and other pertinent information.

A site-specific project map that indicates the ared extent of the proposed dredging project. This
map should also show the locations of pertinent uses, such asfue docks, storm drains, ship repar
facilities, and other activities with the potentid to affect the qudity of the dredged materid. At least
one map should include the most recent available bathymetric information. Clearly indicate the
approximate boundaries of the project area. If the project involves more than a single proposed
depth, the limits of the different proposed depths should be clearly indicated on the project map.

A ste history narrative, including dl information pertinent to the request for a Tier | decision.
Thisinformation should seek to identify any potentiad sources of contamination and pathway's of
contaminant transport (e.g., sorm drains, agricultura runoff, industrial and municipd discharges).

A higtory of dredging at or near the dte, induding dates, areas, volumes and depths previoudy
dredged.

A table or description of the proposed dredging depths, permitted depths, and overdredge
depth al expressed relative to Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW), and the associated volumesto
be dredged.

A summary table of the past physical and chemical tests (usudly three recent rounds). This
table would include the date sampled, the results of each individua chemica measurement, detection
limits, units, and any information on the precison and accuracy of the values. An acceptable option
would be to include properly identified tables from the past test results.

* We recommend that applicants reproduce the appropriate U.S. Geological Survey Quad map for this

purpose.
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7) A tableof the past bioassay results (usudly three sets). Thistable should include the date
sampled, species tested, mean control surviva, mean reference surviva and mean survivad vauesin
the dredged materid.

8) Mapsshowing all past sampling stations for which results are included, with the currently
proposed dredging area superimposed.

9) A narrative description of past suitability determinations (usudly three) for the project area.
Please provide specific information in the case of ambiguous data, negative decisons or conditioned
decisions. Note any unusud circumstances (e.g., poor control or reference sediment surviva) in
previous test results.

10) A description of any events that have occurred since the last sampling or dredging event that
might influence sediment chemigtry or bioassay results (e.g., ail or fud saills). Provide any pertinent
data and correspondence (or state that there were none).

11) Provide a Sampling and Analysis Plan if confirmatory chemistry is proposed for the project
(refer to Public Notice 99-4 for guidance on preparing a SAP).

Confirmatory Testing

The DMMO may require confirmatory physicd or chemical tessbeforefindizing aTier | decison. The
intent of these testsisto evauate whether conditionsin the dredging area have changed subgtantialy
sncethelast full testing episode. For ingtance, the DMMO may require confirmatory testing if
information exists suggesting that events such as ail or fud spills have occurred which may have
impacted the proposed dredging area. In addition, the DMMO may require confirmatory testing in
cases when the existing data are margind (e.g., results were equivoca or borderling), or when the data
arerdativey old or incomplete.

If confirmatory test results show that unacceptable potential impacts may result from disposal of the
material proposed to be dredged, full Inland Testing Manua (ITM) or Ocean Testing Manua (OTM or
Green Book) testing, may be required by the DMMO agencies. The permitteeis responsible for
notifying the DMMO, or the member agencies, of any changesin the proposed dredging site that may
occur between thetime that a Tier | decison is made and dredgng commences. Failure to do so may
result in enforcement actions by one or more of the DMMO agencies.



