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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The scoping report for the Corte Madera Creek Flood Control Project summarizes the 
comments made during the public scoping period from December 23, 2015 through March 1, 
2016. The purpose of this scoping period was to solicit comments and questions for evaluating 
potential impacts, environmental issues, and alternatives for the proposed project for flood risk 
management in Unit 4 and the other units of Corte Madera Creek. The comments received are 
organized into the following categories in this document: 
 
 Project components 
 Scope of impacts  
 Environmental consequences and mitigation  
 Public involvement 
 Miscellaneous comments not necessarily pertaining to the content of the EIS/EIR 
 
1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 Introduction 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps) intends to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The Corps is 
looking to address channel modification opportunities to Unit 4 of Corte Madera Creek, Marin 
County, California, in accordance with the Flood Control Act of 1962, Pub. L. No. 87-4, 87th 
Congress, 2nd Session, approved October 23, 1962, and amended by Section 204 of Pub. L. No. 
89-789, the Flood Control Act of 1966, and the Water Resources Development Act of 1986. 
 
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Marin County Flood Control and 
Water Conservation District Zone 9 (MCFCWCD) is the lead agency and local sponsor in the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The Corps and MCFCWCD have agreed to 
jointly prepare a Draft EIS/EIR to optimize efficiency and avoid duplication. The Draft EIS/EIR is 
intended to be sufficient in scope to address the Federal, state, and local requirements and 
environmental issues concerning the proposed activities and permit approvals. The public 
scoping period extended from December 23, 2015 to March 1, 2016. A public scoping meeting 
was held on January 28, 2016 in the Town of Ross, California. 
 
The Corps’ Corte Madera Creek Flood Control Project is consistent and compatible with Marin 
County’s Ross Valley Flood Control Program, the purpose of which is to manage flood risk in the 
upper reaches of Corte Madera Creek upstream of Unit 4. The purpose of the scoping meeting 
was to solicit comments from the public regarding potential impacts, environmental concerns, 
and issues related to the project. Questions and comments provided in the scoping comments 
will be addressed in the alternative formulation and the NEPA and CEQA environmental review 
process. 
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1.2 Purpose of Scoping Report 
This scoping report summarizes the public scoping comments collected between December 
2015 and March 2016 for the preparation of the EIS/EIR for the Corte Madera Creek Flood 
Control Project. The EIS/EIR will consider the potential environmental impacts resulting from 
the construction and implementation of the proposed project of flood risk management in Unit 
4 and affected units of Corte Madera Creek. The EIS/EIR will be included in the overall General 
Reevaluation Report (GRR) and Integrated EIS/EIR, which will recommend the preferred 
alternative based on the Corps planning process, the EIS/EIR, and other technical analyses. This 
scoping report is organized into the following sections: 
 
1. Background 
2. Scoping Process 
3. Summary of Scoping Comments 
4. Results of the Scoping Period 
 
1.3 Proposed Project 
The purpose of the project is to manage flood risk from Corte Madera Creek associated with 
Unit 4. The need of the project is to address channel modifications to Unit 4, from the upstream 
end of the existing Unit 3 concrete channel to Sir Francis Drake Boulevard at the border of Ross 
and San Anselmo, which may also require modifications to Units 3 and 2. Unit 3 extends from 
the upstream end of the concrete channel in Ross downstream to College Avenue Bridge. Unit 2 
extends from College Avenue Bridge downstream to Bon Air Bridge in Larkspur. 
 
A charrette was held in 2013 to restart the Study under the Corps’ Specific, Measureable, 
Attainable, Risk Informed, and Timely planning (SMART) principles. SMART Planning is intended 
to complete USACE feasibility studies in a cost-effective and efficient manner. More 
information on the SMART Planning process is available at: 
http://planning.usace.army.mil/toolbox/smart.cfm.  
 
Corte Madera Creek drains an area of approximately 28 square miles in Marin County, 
California and discharges into the San Francisco Bay nine miles north of the Golden Gate Bridge. 
Although Units 1, 2, and 3 channel modifications were completed in 1971, public concerns led 
to a delay in the planned actions for Unit 4. In 1996, Marin County requested the completion of 
Unit 4 by the Corps, and damages incurred by the December 2005 flood also renewed public 
interest in finding solutions to minimize the risk of future floods. Since 1971, additional 
technical studies were conducted that provide an opportunity to formulate and review new 
alternatives. The GRR and Integrated EIS/EIR will consider reasonable alternatives to evaluate 
potential impacts associated with the proposed project.  
 
1.4 Project Objectives 
Project objectives are to reduce the likelihood and consequences of flooding on human life and 
safety and to reduce the risk of flood damages, including critical infrastructure, in the City of 
Larkspur, Town of Ross, unincorporated community of Kentfield, and other surrounding 
unincorporated lands. Project objectives include developing and implementing environmentally 
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sustainable flood risk management features consistent with natural geomorphic processes and 
ecological functions of the project area. Objectives also include environmentally sustainable 
designs and construction methodologies, which will minimize environmental impacts from 
future operation and maintenance actions in the project area. 
 
Studies conducted by the Corps focused on evaluating the design performance of Units 3 and 4. 
These studies identified the abrupt transition between Units 3 and 4 created by the existing 
Denil fish ladder, the narrow channel condition on the east and west bank, and the Lagunitas 
Road Bridge as constrictions to flood flow. The Town of Ross replaced the Lagunitas Road 
Bridge in 2010 with a higher bridge profile of greater flow capacity, approximately 5,400 cubic 
feet per second. The District and the Corps propose to manage flood risk along Corte Madera 
Creek downstream of Sir Francis Drake Boulevard.  
 
The alternatives evaluated will be developed in consideration of fish passage for threatened 
and endangered fish species that migrate through the project area, riparian habitat, as well as 
other potential environmental issues of concern. Pursuant to local, state, and federal 
guidelines, MCFCWCD is the lead agency under CEQA and the Corps is the lead agency under 
NEPA for this project. The Marin County Environmental Planning Manager and the Corps have 
determined that a full scope joint EIS/EIR is required for the project. Therefore, pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(c) and CEQ-NEPA Regulations Part 1501.3(a), an Initial Study 
and Environmental Assessment have not been prepared.  
 
Potentially significant issues associated with the project may include: hydrology, geology, land 
use and planning, population and housing, water and air quality, climate change, biological 
resources, transportation, noise, aesthetics, utilities and service systems, cultural resources, 
human health and safety, and social and economic effects, as well as cumulative impacts from 
past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects. Alternative actions will be evaluated 
that will consider fish passage for threatened and endangered fish species that migrate through 
the project area, riparian habitat, as well as other potential environmental issues of concern.  
 
2.0 SCOPING PROCESS 
 
A Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an EIS/EIR was published in the Federal Register on 
December 18, 2015, Vol. 80, No. 243, pages 79034-79035 with subsequent notice “Change in 
Public Meeting Date and Extension of Comment Period,” January 4, 2016, Vol. 81, No. 1, page 
82. The Corps is seeking participation of all interested Federal, state, and local agencies, Native 
American groups, and other concerned private organizations or individuals through this public 
notice. An NOI/NOP notice was also developed by the Corps and MCFCWCD on December 21, 
2015, and issued on December 23, 2015. The NOI/NOP was sent to local, state, and federal 
agencies, local landowners, residents, and interested parties through the U.S. Postal Service. 
The NOI/NOP included background project information, methods for public comment, and 
notification of one upcoming public scoping meeting. 
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The public scoping meeting was held on January 28, 2016, at the Marin Arts and Garden Center, 
30 Sir Francis Drake Boulevard, Ross, California, 94957-9601. A Public Notice was published in 
the Marin Independent Journal to inform the public of this meeting. The purpose of the public 
scoping meeting was to solicit comments regarding the potential impacts, environmental 
issues, and components associated with the project to be considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. The 
meeting place, date, and time were advertised in advance in local newspapers, and meeting 
announcement letters were sent to interested parties. The Draft GRR and Integrated EIS/EIR is 
expected to be available for public review and comment in the fall of 2016 and a public meeting 
will be held after its publication. The NEPA and CEQA extended comment period ended on 
March 1, 2016.  
 
3.0 SUMMARY OF SCOPING COMMENTS 
 
The public meeting held in Ross was attended by over 65 people, where local public agencies 
and elected officials addressed the crowd and provided project information. The attendees 
included individuals, stakeholders, local and state government agencies, and Corps 
representatives. Appendix A contains scoping meeting minutes and handouts; Appendix B 
contains a comment summary table followed by written public comments; and Appendix C 
contains the NOI and NOI/NOP.  
 
Eighteen individuals provided verbal comments at the public meeting that are summarized in 
Appendix A. A total of 31 written comments (mailed or emailed) were received by the end of 
the comment period that are summarized in Appendix B. To help in the summary process, the 
comments were reviewed and categorized based on main points or issues. Specific issues and 
approximate number of comments or references follows:  
 
Notice and Details (26 comments or reference)  
Biology (18 comments or reference)  
Fisheries or Fish Passage (14 comments or reference) 
Dredging (14 comments or reference)  
Hydrology/Watershed (8 comments or reference)  
Land Use/Land Acquisition (5 comments or reference) 
 
The following categories received four or fewer comments or references in descending order: 
Recreation, Flooding, Geology, Water Quality, Concrete Channel, Opposition to Floodwalls on 
Sylvan Lane, Flood Proofing, Detention Basins, Sea Level Rise, Focus Groups, and Starting at 
Units 1,2, and 3 before Unit 4. There were approximately ten random comments or references 
made.  
 
The above issues were then categorized into five broad categories: (1) project components; (2) 
scope of impacts; (3) environmental consequences and mitigation; (4) public involvement; and 
(5) miscellaneous (not necessarily pertaining to the content of the EIS/EIR). All comments are 
summarized below. 
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3.1 Project Components 
Comments were raised regarding the existing and proposed project components and concerns 
were raised about the effects of the project on the surrounding area. Specifically, comments 
were made concerning the effect of the project on fish passage and structural features. Several 
comments were made by interested parties who were concerned with the possibility of further 
concrete channelization, loss of land adjacent to the project area, floodwalls within the project 
area, and the method of improving fish passage. Residents brought forth comments on possible 
alternatives.  
 
The general consensus is for the array of alternatives to carry the most environmentally friendly 
options forward that manage flood risk within the watershed; however, residents on Sylvan 
Lane are not in agreement with constructing flood walls or structures near their residences that 
could cause damage from increased flooding. The Friends of Corte Madera Creek support a 
non-structural alternative and their ultimate goal is to remove the concrete channel and restore 
the natural floodplain. They support increasing the capacity (through the whole system) and 
appreciate the intent to remove the existing fish ladder. They also suggest that designs include 
as much riparian vegetation as feasible. 
 
Other suggestions include upstream detention basins, as well as more detail and description to 
the existing measures being considered for natural channel and natural grade protection. 
 
3.2 Scope of Impacts 
Residents commented on the damage after past floods. Additional comments were received 
concerning the scope of impacts and included removing the existing fish ladder and the 
selection of an environmentally friendly fish passage option. Commenters expressed concern 
about potential flooding in the downstream reaches as a result of the greater amount of water 
designated to be sent through the system. Some commenters expressed a desire for more non-
structural alternatives to be considered and to keep the channel in the most natural state 
possible. Several commenters suggested looking at the entire watershed, starting with Unit 1 
and moving up through Unit 4. Finally, the public interest in the project included suggestions on 
expanding the current multi-use path adjacent to the creek.  
 
3.3 Environmental Consequences and Mitigation 
 
 Biological Resources and Habitat: 

One commenter recommended acquiring land adjacent to the creek to create a riparian 
canopy to provide food, cover, and stream temperature control for migrating salmon.  
 
Other comments supported incorporating riparian and in-stream habitat preservation and 
improvements into the construction and maintenance plans, including the use of native 
plants and invasive weed control. Many comments supported improving fish passage for 
migratory fish and wildlife habitat. Specific recommendations from these comments are 
described in the section concerning project components. 
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 Water Quality, Erosion, Sediment Transport, and Turbidity: 
Comments mentioned various aspects of water and sediment quality and were also directed 
at rising sea level and/or tidal influx as water moves out to sea. Commenters raised 
concerns about increased flows through the stream resulting in increased erosion, 
sedimentation, and turbidity in the channel. Several comments raised concerns about 
sediment deposits in the lower reaches and suggested that removal of sediments could 
increase capacity. 
 

 Endangered Species: 
Comments were received regarding the potential for improving fish passage and habitat for 
steelhead and Coho salmon. One agency commented that the assessment should include 
the reasonably foreseeable direct and indirect changes and impacts to special-status 
species, sensitive habitats, and stream and riparian environments that may occur with 
implementation of the project. If appropriate, mitigation measures should also be described 
in the EIS/EIR. 
 

 Recreation: 
Several commenters requested the EIS/EIR to address impacts to pedestrian and bike paths 
adjacent to Corte Madera Creek. One commenter suggested that the bike/pedestrian path 
could be flooded for additional capacity. 

 
3.4 Public Involvement 
Comments were received by several parties regarding the public involvement process. A 
number of parties commented about the need for additional project design information that 
was limited within the NOI/NOP. Several parties felt the NOI/NOP was inadequate due to lack 
of information (a detailed project description and feature location maps). Further concerns 
were expressed regarding the notification process and the limited distribution within the study 
area.  
 
3.5 Miscellaneous 
Comments were received about other elements outside of Unit 4. One person commented on 
federal and non-federal cost sharing for the project. Another commenter expressed that “this 
project needs to be a group effort” with focus groups working together.  
 
4.0 RESULTS OF THE SCOPING PROCESS 
 
The comments received during the scoping period will be addressed and/or incorporated into 
the EIS/EIR and the GRR. The future steps for the project will be to establish the without-project 
conditions which will likely include further research and technical studies. The study team will 
also continue to consult with resource agencies and seek input from the public in determining 
the potential impacts to the surrounding environment. 



Appendix A: Corte Madera Written Scoping Comments (2016)
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