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DREDGING AUTHORITIES
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Federal navigation projects managed by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) are typically funded 100% by Congress through
appropriations for construction and maintenance of deep-draft
navigation channels. Non-federal sponsors looking to cost share
could be responsible for a portion of construction costs and may
also be required to provide lands, easements, rights-of-way,
relocations, and dredged material disposal areas (LERRDs). See the
list below for cost sharing opportunities and responsibilities on
federal navigation projects.

BUILDING STRONG.

AUTHORITY

PURPOSE

FEDERAL/NON-FEDERAL COST SHARE

Section 101 of WRDA 1986

“Sets the cost-share for specifically
authorized Commercial Harbor, general
navigation features, including the
construction of new Dredged Material
Placement Facilities for existing
authorized projects.”

Non-Federal Sponsor shall provide 10 percent of
construction costs assigned to a channel depth not in
excess of 20 feet for the Project; 25 percent of
construction costs assigned to a channel depth in
excess of 20 feet but not greater than 50 feet for the
Project; and 50 percent of construction costs
assigned to that portion of the channel depth in
excess of 50 feet for the Project.

Section 204(f) WRDA 1986

“Assumption of Operations and
Maintenance (O&M) for improvements
to Federal Navigation Projects
implemented by non-federal sponsors.

“«

Federal: Operate and maintain improvements except
for placement area. Non-federal sponsor: Provides:
lands, easements, rights-of-way, relocations, and
dredged material placement areas with sufficient
capacity for at least 20 years of maintenance
dredging.

Section 204(d)

Allows a non-federal sponsor to cost-
share the additional cost of beneficial
use of dredged material for an
authorized federal operations and
maintenance dredging project.

Federal 65%/ non-federal 35% cost-share of the
incremental cost difference between federal standard
and beneficial use.

Section 217(b) WRDA 1996

Section 401 (c) Placement of Dredged
Material into a Federal (Upland)
Dredged Material Placement Facility by
a Federal Permittee.

Non-federal: Pays capital, operation, and
maintenance costs associated with use of dredge
placement site, and potential real estate fees.
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Section 217(b) WRDA 1996 Placement of Dredged Material into a Non-federal: Pays capital, operation, and
Federal (Upland) Dredged Material maintenance costs associated with use of dredge
Placement Facility by a Non-Federal placement site, and potential real estate fees.
Interest.

Sections 1015 and 1023 of WRRDA Additional dredging requested by the Non-federal sponsor pays for all costs.

2014 non-federal sponsor.

Sections 1015 and 1023 of WRRDA Placement of federally authorized Non-federal sponsor pays for all costs.

2014 project dredged material at an other
than federal standard placement
alternative.

For implementation guidance on these dredging authorities, go to https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-

Works/Project-Partnership-Agreements/
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