












































provide docking facilities that can be
removed during high river flow. Albion
Cove, like Caspar Cove to the north,
offers a protected anchorage when
winds blow from the northwest.

The Albion River is relatively
small and flows westward through the
steep canyons of the North Coast moun-
tain range. Dense vegetation grows
along the canyon sides, including red-
wood, Douglas fir, red alder, willow,
blackberry and a variety of low plants
and shrubs.

The river and its environs
provide a rich and varied ecological en-
viconment. The three miles of the river
nearest shore serve as a nursery for
coho salmon, surf perch, smelt and
steelhead trout. Birds such as loons,
herons and kingfishers search the wa-
ters for fish. Eelgrass beds, an ideal
habitat for various small fish and inver-

Mouth of Navarro River, south of Albion
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tebrates, grow on the river bottom near
the mouth of the river as well as along its
banks. Several salt marshes provide im-
portant feeding and resting sites for mi-
gratory birds, and the mudflats are
abundant with thousands of tiny inver-
tebrates which nourish both birds and
fish.

About three miles upstream
there once stood a water-powered
lumber mill, the first of its kind on the
Northern California coast. The original
mill was built by Captain William A
Richardson ofSan Franciscoin 1853, For
years, the mill served as the basis of a
thriving economy, producing ties used
in building a railroad in Mexico. The
mill was dismantled in 1919, when the
need for the ties ended.

Western Gull

The western gultis
one of the most com-
mon gulls found on
the Pacific coast. Like
most gulls, itis a true
opportunist, taking
advantage of almost
any situation that of-
fers food. They are
often seen foraging
for worms, clams and
crustaceans left on
the beach by receding
tides. They also sur-

Manchester State Beach

En route to Manchester State

Beach, watch for occasional

glimpses of Point Arena, the
long, level finger of land extending
offshore at the southern end of the
beach. Numercus turnouts along the
highway provide outstanding views of
this scenic coastline. Turn left from
Highway 1 at signs identifying the loca-
tion of the beach. The road runs through
the wide expanse of 2 windblown coast-
al floodplain where grasslands are used
primarily for grazing cattle and sheep.
Near the beach parking lot, note the
terminus facility of the U.S. Coast
Guard’s Hawaiian-Far East telecom-
munications cable.

Due to its west-northwesterly
orientation, Manchester State Beach isa
wave-fronting beach, unprotected from
the full impact of wind and high-energy

round fishing boats,
watching for discards of
the fisherman's catch.

Aggressive behavior
is displayed towards
any intruders.

The social system
among western gulls
is hierarchical; the

The gull has an amaz-
ing flight capability,
keen intelligence and

oldest gulls maintain remarkable digestive
superior status be- capacities. It can
cause of their size and  adapt to rapid weather

experience. They typ-
ically gather in large
breeding colonies on
sea rocks, sandy is-
lands or marshlands.

changes, and can live
on both tand and sea
because of its ability
to drink both sait and
fresh waters.
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