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 DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY REGIONAL GENERAL PERMIT 20 
 SALINAS RIVER STREAM MAINTENANCE PROGRAM 
 
PERMITTEE:  Benny Jefferson, Monterey County Resource Conservation District (RCDMC) 
  (POC: Brandt Bates) 

CORPS FILE NUMBER: SPN-1996-223090 

ISSUING OFFICE:  San Francisco District 

NOTE:  The term "you" and its derivatives, as used in this permit, means the permittee or any future transferee. The term 
"this office" refers to the appropriate District or Division office of the Corps of Engineers having jurisdiction over the 
permitted activity or the appropriate official of that office acting under the authority of the commanding officer. 

This Regional General Permit (RGP) will be used to authorize projects in accordance with the terms and conditions 
specified below: 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  RGP 20 authorizes the Stream Maintenance Program (SMP) annual channel maintenance 
activities within seven designated River Management Units (RMU’s) on the Salinas River within Monterey County, from 
river mile 2 upstream to river mile 94.  Work within the RMUs will consist primarily of vegetation management (mowing 
and discing), sand/sediment management (channel smoothing and excavation), and non-native vegetation removal and 
herbicide treatment of arundo and tamarisk to reduce risk of flooding to adjacent farm fields and prevent bank erosion.  
Project activities will create and maintain a series of linear “secondary channels” paralleling the existing low-flow channel 
and designed to become active during higher flow events (5-year interval or approximately 25,000 cfs).  Maintenance 
activities will generally occur between September 1 and November 15, but limited activities (tree planting and non-native 
vegetation treatment) could occur prior to September 1. 

The proposed locations of secondary channels have been preferentially aligned along meander cutoffs, low-lying 
undeveloped areas, and former river alignments to mimic the historical braiding of the Salinas River.  Most secondary 
channels will meet, or tie-in with, the low flow channel at upstream and downstream locations as would be expected in a 
more natural braided river channel.  Where possible, tie-ins will be located: (1) to avoid or reduce potential impacts to 
higher value native vegetation (e.g., riparian or wetland areas); (2) in areas where large patches of arundo are found (i.e., 
to facilitate non-native species removal); (3) in areas where the bank is already low (e.g., 3-5 feet above the thalweg of the 
low-flow channel, versus 6-7 feet); (4) at existing bends (to facilitate natural overbank flow at the upstream end); and (5) 
to avoid potential impacts to adjacent banks via increased scour.  Downstream tie-in points will also be positively graded 
at the area joining the low flow channel to avoid potential fish stranding.  In a limited number of cases (<25%), the 
geomorphology or hydrology of the river may require tie-ins in an area requiring removal of larger sized riparian 
vegetation (e.g., multiple mid-successional willows greater than 6 inches dbh).  In those instances, the tie-in will be made 
through two to four smaller notches ranging from 15-30 feet wide, rather than one larger opening in the riparian corridor 
that would result in removal of more trees and a larger riparian impact.  Pre-construction staking and flagging will also be 
used to avoid large-trees, riparian vegetation, and wetlands, where possible, when creating both secondary channels and 
their connection to the low-flow channel. Areas where arundo dominates the tie-in (> 95% coverage) will be treated to 
remove all arundo.  In addition to secondary channels, at limited locations within RMUs 6 and 7, vegetation maintenance 
and sediment removal activities will occur in focused selective treatment areas, rather than in linear secondary channels.  
The work in these two areas will include limbing of trees and sandbar ripping in areas within or directly adjacent to the 
low-flow channel. 

The objective of the proposed management activities within these RMUs is to mimic natural braiding in the Salinas River 
historically provided by higher, scouring flows and especially in secondary channels.  The goal is to increase channel 
complexity, slow velocities in the primary low flow channel, and encourage a wider range of riparian habitat conditions 
(earlier to later successional vegetation communities) that would have been present historically. SMP activities will be 
implemented on a voluntary basis by individual property owners, growers, and municipalities throughout the program 
area.  RCDMC will oversee and coordinate SMP activities, and will also perform SMP maintenance activities within three 
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